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If you think of watercolor painting as washy renditions of sun-shot palm fronds and sailboats in twilight, today's
column is for you. Not that anyone can blame you for thinking this way. After all, watercolor was one of those
social graces taught to "proper" ladies and gents in the Old World. And their garden-variety dilutions, which are
the equivalent of eau de Cologne - toilet water - in a frame, have spilled over in rushing streams and watered
down American painting.

Of course, one look at a watercolor by, say, Winslow Homer, and you know the medium can do more than
render skiffs in the gloaming or fishtail palms frilling themselves in the hot sun. "You will see, in the future,”" he
wrote, as if self-conscious about using water paint, "I will live by my watercolors."

Here are painters who live by theirs.

Barbara Schicitano

"The Ladybug" by this Bradenton
artist offers intricate pen-and-ink
lacework that looks like
embroidery on a ground of
chiffony veils of flower colors.
Schicitano used to be a textile
designer for Dan River in New
York City. But "The Lady Bug"
goes past pattern design. The soft
edges of her blooms give off an air
of cushioning quiet - the kind you
experience in a fog-heavy dawns.

Can you guess the name of the
artist who Schicitano most
admires? You're thinking Monet,
right? Not even close. Would you
believe a 15th-century sculptor?
"Despite the impressionistic look
of my art," she says, "my art
heroes are the Old Masters,
especially Michelangelo . . . Just
seeing his art is enough to inspire
me to create my own style."

Her own style. What a concept!




You can see "The Lady Bug" until Oct. 29 at the Longboat Key Center for the Arts, 6860 Longboat Drive S.
Information: 383-2345. Her work is also in an ongoing display at the Dancing Crane Gallery, 1019 10th Ave.
W., Village of the Arts, Bradenton, 744-1333, and through Jan. 7 at the "Women Contemporary Artists Paint
Florida" exhibit at the South Florida Museum, 201 10th St. W., Bradenton, 746-4131.

Salvador Dali

Maybe there's nothing new under the sun, except for artists' varying ways of painting. The paintings by
Salminen and Schicitano cited here have unintended counterparts in Dali works. You probably don't think of
watercolor where Dali is concerned. His sleek oils of dream sequences are the better known of his paintings.
But the Dali Museum has some 100 of his watercolors and drawings, and by the museum's own description,
you'd think it was "The Lady Bug" that was the objet d'art rather than a Dali work called "Gala Bouquet":

"The watercolor looks as if it has been spilled onto the paper . . . creating a blurred, out of focus image. The
colors have bled into each other to form new colors, giving an almost tie-dye effect."

As well, Dali's "Ascent into the Sky," showing figures melting as they rise to the sun, can be likened to the
pedestrians in "Rainy Day, Times Square" who lose their form in the rain. Shades of "Six Degrees," the new
TV series that explores the ways in which lives intersect. In this case, paintings intersect.

The Salvador Dali Museum, 1000 Third St. S., St. Petersburg. Information: (727) 823-3767.
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